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El Vista Baptist Academy

6301 N. Syler St.    Peoria, IL  61615

309-692-8675     Fax  309-692-8661

June 29, 2021
Dear Parents,


We are honored that you are considering El Vista Baptist Academy for your child.  We believe that our Academy provides an academically sound and spiritually sensitive program for your youngster.


El Vista Baptist Academy has been operating since 1981.  We have been blessed to see the Lord lead in the lives of our students and staff for nearly 40 years.  It is a delight to see many of our graduates serving the Lord.



A key element of importance is that families enrolling children in the Academy are expected to attend a Bible-believing church regularly.  Academy training is not a substitute for the local church.

The academy offers grades 4-year old Kindergarten through first grade using the A Beka Curriculum, and offers grades two through eight using Accelerated Christian Education.  

After you have read the handbook, the next step in the application process is to fill out and return your application and schedule an appointment for an interview.  At the interview, necessary registration materials will be available.  For students enrolling at the beginning of the school year the first tuition payment is due with registration papers, if monthly payments are chosen.

    If you have questions, please do not hesitate to call us at 692-8675.








Sincerely,

                                     [image: image1.emf]







Joey Watt








Pastor
A Fundamental Influence for your Family

El Vista Baptist Academy

6301 N. Syler St.

Peoria, Illinois

Summary of Statement of Faith

1. We believe that the Scriptures of the Old and New Testament are verbally inspired of God and are without error.  They are the supreme and final authority for faith and life.  We use the King James Version, God's preserved Word in English.

2. We believe in one God, Creator and Sustainer of the universe, Who is eternally existent in three persons – Father, Son and Holy Ghost.

3. We believe in the deity and humanity of Jesus Christ:  His virgin birth, sinless life, His death to pay the penalty for our sins, His bodily resurrection, His exaltation at the Father’s right hand, and His personal, imminent, premillennial return.

4. We believe that all men sinned and are, therefore, guilty before God and under His condemnation.

5. We believe that all who by faith receive Jesus Christ are born again of the Holy Spirit, thus, children of God and eternally saved.  The Holy Spirit dwells within every believer to enlighten, guide, and enable him in life, testimony, and service.

6. We believe that God gives spiritual gifts to all believers for the building up of the body of Christ; however, we believe that some gifts of the Spirit, such as tongues and healing, were limited to the early church.  We believe that God answers the prayers of His people and meets their needs according to His purpose.

7. We believe in the bodily resurrection of the just and the unjust, the everlasting blessedness of the saved in Glory, and the everlasting conscious punishment of the lost.

8. We believe all believers are called into a life of separation from worldly and sinful practices or alliances.  Gambling, pornography, sexual activity outside of marriage, homosexuality, use of alcoholic beverages or drugs, and rock music would be considered some of the sinful practices.

9. We believe in the personal, pre-tribulation, premillennial return of Christ for His bride, the church, consisting of all who have been born again by the Holy Spirit, who will be caught up to meet their Lord in the air, and will return with Him to this earth to reign with Him.

www.elvistabaptist.org
Philosophy of El Vista Baptist Academy
El Vista Baptist Academy believes that students ought to be so trained that they will be able to see all that they will encounter in life through the eyes of God as revealed in the Word of God.  This is accomplished by making the Word of God the frame of reference in all instruction.  Students are thus taught that there are absolutes which govern their lives and make them responsible to the Lord Jesus Christ, Who has been appointed the Judge of all mankind by virtue of His resurrection. 

2021-2022 Information for

Parents & Students of

El Vista Baptist Academy

Fees:

Registration -    By Appointment    

K4 & 5    $100/ student (incl. 4 shirts & books)                   

1st - 8th   $200/student  (incl. 4 shirts & books)                   

Tuition:

One student  -  -  $2,000                                                

Two students -  - $3,400                                                 

Three students -  $4,150                                                  

Additional students – Registration Fee only
Milk, snacks, and sandwiches are available for lunch, or a sack lunch may be brought.

School begins Tuesday, Aug. 24, 2021
Classes begin at 8:30 a.m.       Dismissal is at 3:00 p.m.

General Information

The El Vista Baptist Academy is a ministry of El Vista Baptist Church.  An independent, fundamental, soul-winning Baptist church, El Vista was established in 1949.  Our Pastor, Joey Watt, serves as Principal of the Academy.

The church opened the Academy in August, 1981, with twenty-four students in grades K4 through Six.

The school has qualified faculty members who believe teaching is their calling.  Classes in grades K4 – 1st are taught in the conventional manner using A Beka textbooks.  Grades two through eight use the Accelerated Christian Education program.  Supplemental materials that aid the learning process are also used at the teacher’s discretion.  Bible is taught daily, and chapel is held each week.    A well-disciplined classroom is expected so learning will not be hindered.

El Vista Baptist Academy is located just off Big Hollow Road in the Park East subdivision.  This location provides us with tremendous growth potential.  As the Lord blesses, our church and school will continue to reach out into the Peoria area with the Gospel of our Lord.

Philosophy
The philosophy of the Academy is to educate your child mentally, physically, socially, and spiritually.  We do not believe the "secular" and the sacred can be separated because all areas of life are to be related to the Lord.  Every aspect of the educative process is subordinate to the infallible Word of God.

At El Vista Baptist Academy the Bible is the hub of the educational wheel and the center of the student's learning experience.  The Bible is not substituted for any academic subject but is integrated into the total educational program.  The Bible is taught to develop deeper character and sound values.  Piety is not substituted for learning.  Rather, learning is related to God.

We believe it is the responsibility of parents to educate their children, not that of the federal or state government (Proverbs 22:6; Deuteronomy 6:6-7).  Thus, El Vista Baptist Church, in cooperation with the parents of the community, has established El Vista Baptist Academy to carry out its divine mandate to teach.  

The church and school shall have a racially nondiscriminatory policy and, therefore, shall not discriminate against members, applicants, students, and others on the basis of race, color, or national or ethnic background.

Purpose

Because of the clear teaching of Scripture, we believe that only an education which places Christ at its center can satisfy the educational needs of our children.  Our purpose, then, is to win the children to Christ and to provide that Christ-centered education to enable them to live in a way that is pleasing to God.

To accomplish our educational goals, we place on our faculty teachers who have evidenced a born-again relationship with Jesus Christ.  This is portrayed in a personal life of devotion to Christ, separation from the world, sincere love for children, and an unselfish dedication to the ministry of Christian education.

At the El Vista Baptist Academy students are taught to live by conviction and not by convenience.  Convictions demand a personal life that is consistent with the Bible.  For this reason, it becomes necessary for our school to formulate rules and regulations for conduct, attitude, and appearance.  All students, faculty members, and school helpers are expected to honor these rules and regulations.  We recognize not all parents who send their children to our school will share all our convictions.  When you disagree with school policy, please remember that we must set rules in order to function effectively.  We hope parents will recognize that our ultimate purpose is to instill in our students a spiritual maturity that harmonizes with the Bible.  We urge you to prayerfully support the El Vista Baptist Academy.

Admissions Information

Registration Procedures
Parents will be required to fill out certain forms before a child is accepted.   A registration fee is charged for each student, and it is due at the time of registration.  This fee is non-refundable.  Registration is not complete until the following have been completed:


1.  Registration forms properly filled out and signed.


2.  Statement of cooperation signed.


3.  Student transcripts received.


4.  Required physical dental, and vision examinations, and immunization records.

New Student Status

New students entering El Vista Baptist Academy will be on academic probation for the first six weeks.  During this time, students will be evaluated concerning academic achievement and grade placement.  Parents will be contacted to discuss necessary changes.  New admissions are tentative pending receipt of transcripts from a student's previous school.

Learning Disabilities

Special arrangements may be made for slow learners, but the Academy is not presently able to provide training for students with mental and emotional disorders or severe learning disabilities.

Dismissal of a Student

Attendance at the El Vista Baptist Academy is a privilege, not a right.  Students who do not comply with the rules or standards will be required to withdraw, and admittance for future terms may be denied.  Willingness to abide by school policies is vital for the parents before enrolling the child.

Withdrawal Procedure

Withdrawal of a student must be handled through the principal's office.  A child attending any day of any month will be charged the full month's tuition.  Student records may be held until all fees have been paid and textbooks and school property have been returned. Tuition may be charged until the day of proper withdrawal, not the day the student stops attending school.  Refunds of tuition will be limited to payments made in advance of actual student attendance.  No exception to the policy made in any case will be meant as an exception for any other case.

Financial Information

School Accounts
Every effort has been made to set fees at the lowest level necessary for the efficient operation of the Academy.  This makes it essential for parents to maintain their account and keep it current.  If difficulties arise, please promptly contact the school office so arrangements can be made.  We will do everything we can to accommodate these needs.  This is the Lord's work, and it should be given a high priority in your planning.

Tuition Payment Plans

Three methods are available to pay tuition:


1.  Lump sum payment - Total tuition is paid in one payment or two

2.  Ten equal payments - Due the first of each month, August 1 through May 1

              3.  Twelve equal payments - Due the first of each month, August 1 through July 1

A $5.00 late fee may be charged after the 15th of each month.  Students whose accounts become a month past due will be considered "financially withdrawn."  Students who are financially withdrawn will be counted absent and may make up class work as explained later.  Report cards and transcripts may be held for late payments.

No refunds of tuition are given for students who are suspended or expelled.

Tuition discounts are given for second and third children in the same immediate family.

Because teacher salaries are based on tuition payments, it is especially the teacher who suffers because of delinquent payments.  Please consider their needs.

Academic Information
Grading:  K4 though 8th Grade

Children who fail both math and language on their final average will be retained.  Failing grades in any three subjects also will necessitate the student's retention.

GRADING SCALE








Learning Center Tests must obtain a 
100-94 . . . . . . . . . . . . A




a score of 80%, or the PACE must be repeated
93-85 . . . . . . . . . . . . . B




to insure mastery of the material.
84-75 . . . . . . . . . . . . . C







74-65 . . . . . . . . . . . . . D

64-0 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . F

Homework

We believe homework is an important part of the learning process.  It enables a parent to see what the student is learning and to interact with the child about schoolwork.  Teachers are at liberty to give homework necessary for the proper advancement of the students.  Zeros are given for work not turned in as assigned.  Homework will be kept to a minimum on Wednesday night to avoid interference with the midweek service of the church.

Report Cards

Report cards are issued every six weeks.   Every three weeks a progress report will be sent home to inform the parents of any problems in the making.

In the Learning Center, Progress Reports are sent home every nine weeks.

Parents should review these reports with their children and congratulate them on the good progress they are making or arrange time to work with them to improve their understanding.  Where difficulties are recorded, a parent may contact the teacher to arrange for a conference to see what can be done to achieve improvement.

Activity Information 

Classroom Visits

Parents and interested individuals are encouraged to visit the school.  Please make an appointment by telephone between 8:30 and 3:00 Monday through Friday.  Conference visits should be scheduled in advance and should not interfere with the teacher's classroom schedule.

School Calendar

School holidays and reporting periods are listed on the calendar.  Special activities will be announced as early as possible to assist in planning.

Lost and Found

A lost and found will be established in the school office.   Students who have lost items should check daily for their articles.  Students' possessions should be marked in some way to avoid confusion about ownership.

Telephone Calls
Teachers and pupils will not be available to leave the classroom during instruction periods.  Phone messages will be given to teachers during free times.

Family Vacations During School Year

Because of the hardship created for students and teachers, vacations during the school year are discouraged.  If a trip is necessary, it is helpful for a student to arrange for homework or tests in advance.  Arrangements should be made in advance by contacting the teacher two weeks prior to the vacation.

School Programs

Programs are opportunities for students to use God-given abilities to minister to others.  Students are expected to participate in them.  If it is necessary for a child to be excused, a written request must be submitted by the parents.

Prohibited Articles

In order to avoid wrong influences and activities, certain items are prohibited from being brought to school.  These include (but are not limited to) tobacco, narcotics, alcoholic beverages, playing cards, knives, guns, radios, tape or cd players.  Cellular phones may be used in an emergency, but they should be kept by the teacher or in a locker during the day.  These may be confiscated if brought to school unless approved in advance.  Electronic games must be approved, and devices which connect to the internet are not allowed unless required by a teacher for an assignment.  For suspicion of illegal or unauthorized materials, teachers and administrators reserve the right to search student desks, vehicles, belongings, and persons on school property and at school activities.   Questionable television and movie characters should not be on notebooks or clothing.  Let us work together to build a positive Christian atmosphere.

Automobiles
Please observe “No Parking” areas to avoid congestion.  Unsafe driving practices may be reported to the police.  Vehicles are off limits during school hours, except as allowed by the staff to retrieve some items.  Students may not ride with other students to or from school or school activities without prior written permission (Permission may be given to a teacher by both students' parents by telephone for a one-time event.).

Use of Alcohol, Tobacco, and Other Drugs

The consumption of beverage alcohol, tobacco, or other drugs is strictly prohibited.  Violation of this rule is a serious offense that may result in dismissal from the academy.

Textbooks

The school provides textbooks for each student.  Students are responsible to care for them properly.  Books should be kept free of marks or writing.  Books showing excessive wear or abuse of textbooks will be replaced by the student responsible. Learning Center PACEs are consumable workbooks.
Off-Limits

Unless directed by staff, the office, kitchen, and janitor rooms are considered off limits.  Drawers in desks not belonging to the students should be considered off limits.  Vehicles are off limits during school hours, except as needed to retrieve items.

Solicitation

Solicitation is forbidden during school hours.  This includes selling of tickets or candy.  Distribution of political materials or petitions is prohibited.

General Practice

No visitor or outsider may speak or perform in any school function without advance permission from the principal.  No student may use the name of the school in any radio/TV program or in any publication without prior permission.  For all school sponsored functions, the normal rules for conduct, appearance, and dress will apply. Sometimes photos of students may be used on social media or in ads.  Please advise if you have an objection.
Boy-Girl Relationships

All relationships between boys and girls should reflect a Christ-like spirit.  Unchaperoned dating is dangerous and unwise.  Students in El Vista Baptist Academy may not engage in physical contact such as holding hands, kissing, or any other contact commonly understood to be "romantic" expressions, whether at or away from school.  Physical intimacy outside of marriage will be grounds for withdrawal from the school.   We discourage young children from talking too much about having boyfriends and girlfriends.

Dress Code

Proper dress is a demonstration of submission to God.  Modesty, appropriateness, and male/female distinctiveness are Bible standards.  Therefore, the following dress codes are to be enforced.

Girls:  Students are to wear the school uniform.  Slacks, jeans, shorts, and gauchos are not permitted.  (On very cold days slacks may be worn under the dress to and from school but should be put away when at school.)  For P.E. and some activities culottes may be worn provided they are full and skirt-like in appearance.  Socks or hose should be worn always at school.  Conservative dress shoes (no high heels or open toes) or gym shoes may be worn.  Slang or Hollywood images are prohibited for girls’ clothing.  Only one earring per ear is permitted.

Boys:  The school uniform shirt is to be worn.  Boys may wear casual or dress slacks that are navy blue or khaki.  Pants with belt loops require a belt.  Hair must be cut above the eyebrows and collar, and off the ears.  No extreme haircuts or styles are permitted (e.g. bowl cuts or engraved art or words).  Socks and dress or gym shoes should be worn.  Slang or Hollywood images are prohibited for boys’ clothing.  Boys may not wear earrings.
Attendance Information

Daily Schedule

8:15-8:30 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Doors Open for Students

8:30 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Opening Assembly

12:00 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lunch

3:00 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dismissal

Excessive Absenteeism

40 or more absences in a school year, excused or unexcused, will result in a student being retained in the same grade for the following year.

Excused Absence

1.  Sickness is an excused absence if the student brings a written excuse from the parents upon returning to class.  In the case of extended absences due to illness, arrangements may be made with the teacher to complete work at home.

2.  Death in the family

3.  Family necessities, such as doctor appointments, should be excused in advance. 

It is the student's responsibility to see the teacher about make-up work and tests.  The teacher will determine the proper amount of time to complete missed work.

Unexcused Absences

Tests and missed work will receive a zero for unexcused absences.

Truancy

Students absent without permission or knowledge of parents and for reasons not in line with school policies will be considered truant.  They will be subject to school and civil disciplinary action.

Tardiness

A student who is tardy for any reason should bring a note explaining the reason for the tardiness.  Repeated tardiness will require after school detentions to make up for lost class time.  Students should be present for the opening assembly but are officially counted tardy by the classroom teacher when class begins.

Church Attendance

Weekly church attendance is expected.  A pattern of non-attendance may be grounds for dismissal from the academy.  Christian school is not a substitute for honoring the Lord's Day.

Early Dismissal

If an emergency requires a student to be dismissed early, please phone so we will have time to get the child ready to meet you.

Weather Related Cancellations

We will announce cancellations due to weather on local media, primarily the three local network TV stations.

Discipline

It is obvious that education is best carried out within a well-disciplined situation.  It is in the best interest of the school and of the students that the young people learn self-discipline, proper manners, and respect for one another.

We will work closely with parents to solve behavioral difficulties.  Close cooperation between parents and teacher solves most problems.  We want our approach to be both effective and Scriptural.  Teachers will handle most disciplinary matters, but students will be sent to the office if necessary for further counsel and action.

Some of our teachers use a series of various colored cards to mark behavior during the day.  Loss of cards indicates some level of misbehavior in the classroom.   Students who keep their cards may be rewarded.  Those who lose cards carry home a card to quickly alert parents that some attention is needed.  
For all students on or off school property, serious or repeated offenses including, but not limited to fighting, cheating, cussing, and disrespect to the teacher may result in a spanking.  Parents will be notified of spankings by a "sign and return" note.  An adult witness will observe the paddling and sign the misconduct form.  No more than 3 swats will be given for an offense.  The number of swats will be noted on the form. Records of spankings, suspension, and expulsion remain a part of a student's file.

Demerits do not carry over from day to day.  Each day begins with a clear record.  Parents of students who have frequent demerit problems will be asked to meet with the teacher, or they may request a meeting with the teacher.  Unresolved problems may lead to suspension or expulsion of a student.  Appeals to these actions may be addressed to the school board.  The final decision will rest with the school board, made up of deacons of El Vista Baptist Church.

In the event of any misunderstanding, we expect parents to contact the office or the teacher.  Information will be sought to gain understanding, and a sincere effort will be made to resolve misunderstandings and problems.

The Role of an Exception

An exception in any policy for one is not meant as an exception for any other party.

2021-2022 Calendar - Tentative
El Vista Baptist Academy

Monday, August 23 . . . . . Teachers Day

Tuesday, August 24 . . . . . Classes Begin

 

Monday, September 6 . . . . . Labor Day, No School

Monday, September 27 . . . . . .  School Picture Day

Thur-Fri, Sept 30- Oct 1 . . . . . Teacher Convention, No School
Friday, October 8 . . . . Report Cards K-1st
Monday, October 11 . . . . . Columbus Day, No School
Friday, October 29 . . . . Learning Center Progress Reports

Thursday, November 11 . . . . . . Veterans Day, No School
Friday, November 19 . . . . Report Cards K-1st

Wednesday - Friday, November 24-26 . . . . Thanksgiving, No School

Tuesday, December 7 . . . . Christmas Program

  Monday, December 20 . . . . . Christmas Break, No School

 

Monday, January 3 . . . . . Classes Resume
Thursday, January 20 . . . Semester Report Cards

 

Monday, February 21 . . . . . Presidents Day, No School 
Friday, February 25 . . . . Report Cards, K-1st

Monday, March 21 . . . Teacher Appreciation Day, No School

Friday, March 25 . . . . Learning Center Progress Reports

Wed -  Fri, April 6-8 . . . . Achievement Tests

Monday, April 11 . . . . Easter Break, No School

Tuesday, April 19 . . . . Classes Resume

Friday, April 22 . . . . Report Cards, K-1st
Monday, May 30 . . . . Memorial Day, No School

Tuesday, May 31 . . . . ½ Day, Graduation & Awards Program  7 p.m.
Snow Day Closings Are Announced on Local

Radio & Television Stations
2021-2022 Student Supplies List

* Subject to change
Kindergarten
KJV Bible

2 Water Colors with brush

Paint Smock (old shirt will do)

1 dozen #2 lead Pencils

2 boxes of Crayons

12 glue sticks

Fiskars round tip scissors

3 large boxes of Kleenex

Plastic Mat for Rest 

Grade 1
KJV Bible

12 in. ruler with metric

3 dozen #2 lead pencils

2 boxes of Crayons

12 glue sticks

3 large boxes of Kleenex
2 water colors with brush

1 pair scissors
Learning Center / Grades 2-8
KJV Bible

2 Doz. #2 lead Pencils

   (Mechanical Pencils - ok)

Colored Pencils

Blue or Black Ball Point Pen

2 packs Filler Notebook paper

3 Boxes Kleenex

7th Grade & Up: Compass & Protractor

8th Grade & Up: Calculator – optional
Large eraser
4 folders with 2 pockets
We recommend non-marking gym shoes for all-day wear for regular school days for all grades.

Application for Enrollment

El Vista Baptist Academy

6301 N. Syler St.   Peoria, IL  61615

Application Procedures:   Read the handbook and financial information.  Discuss the matter and pray for wisdom.  Fill out and return application promptly.  A personal interview will be scheduled.  Complete forms in registration packet.  Pay registration fees.  Plan and pray for a great school year.

Student's Full Name               Soc. Sec. No.                         Birthday               Grade              M/F       Shirt size
___________________     ______-______-_______     ____/____/_____       ______           ______   ____

___________________     ______-______-_______     ____/____/_____       ______           ______   ____

___________________     ______-______-_______     ____/____/_____       ______           ______   ____

___________________     ______-______-_______     ____/____/_____       ______           ______   ____

Parents' Name(s) __________________________________________________________________

Address (if different) _____________________________________E-mail ____________________

Home Address _____________________________ City/ST __________________ Zip _________

Phone __________________   In case of emergency: _____________________________________

Church: ______________________   Attend regularly?   Yes  No    Pastor ____________________

Father's employer _____________________________________      Phone ____________________

Mother's employer _____________________________________    Phone ____________________

I have read the school handbook and agree to cooperate in upholding the standards of El Vista Baptist Academy.  I will accept my responsibility to be prompt in paying the tuition for my children.  If some problems arise I will contact the school and attempt to work out any difficulties.  Failure to meet these obligations may result in the dismissal of my children from the Academy.

_________________________________                               ________________________

Parent Signature                                                                       Date                                                               

I am aware of the rules of El Vista Baptist Academy, and I agree to follow them.  I will strive at all times to show respect to the staff and other students of the Academy.  I am willing to work together with the school and my parents to receive the training offered by El Vista Baptist Academy.

___________________________________

Signature of Student(s)
